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HOUSEKEEPING

• This episode is being recorded and will be placed in 
the CGSI Digital Library.

• A handout will be emailed to all members containing 
the key information.

• Please use the chat feature for any questions. 

• This web series supplements CGSI’s Resources: Using 
the Archives along with prior videos from our Digital 
Library.

• Future episodes will take you into the Archives to 
further research the records and discover more about 
your family’s history in the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia.



TODAY’S AGENDA • Who is your Immigrant Ancestor - what do you know?

• Using the US Paper Trail – Mining for the Village 
Name

• Various records can assist you in your search

• Supplementing with FAN or cluster research

• Interpreting your Results – Giving your Village a 
Location

• Misspellings, Shifting Regions and other roadblocks

• Gazetteers – the Golden Key to unlocking the right location

• Identifying the Parish and corresponding Regional Archive

• Mapping your Village

EPISODE TWO:
Identifying 

and Locating 
Your Village

Learn, Share, Connect



WHAT DO YOU KNOW?

Before you begin, it’s best to document what you know (OR don’t know) 
about your Immigrant Ancestor:

1. Name (original and native spellings)

2. Date and Place of Birth 

3. Religion (if known)

4. Date and location of Emigration

• Who if anyone, did they travel with?

5. Where did they settle or come to in America?

6. What / Who is the source of 1-5, how reliable is the information?



USING THE US 
PAPER TRAIL – 

MINING FOR THE 
VILLAGE NAME

• Oral Histories, Family Papers, Bibles

• Emigration and Naturalization Records
• Passenger Lists, Declaration of Intent and Naturalization

• Vital Records
• Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates

• Census Records

• Cemetery Records, Obituaries, Funeral 
Cards

• Social Security and Military Records

• Passport Applications

• FAN / Cluster Research

 



ORAL HISTORIES, FAMILY PAPERS, BIBLES

These serve as the "bridge" between an immigrant's life in their new 
country and their original home. 

Official immigration records (like manifests) before 1891 often only 
listed a broad country of origin (e.g., “Austria“), these personal items 
frequently contain the only specific mentions of a village or parish. 

• Landmarks and Descriptions, Local Industries and “Chain 
Migration” Clues.

• Letters and Postcards, Religious Certificates, Heirloom Labels.
• Vital Event Recordings, Substitute for Lost Records, Marginalia.



EMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION RECORDS

• Passenger Manifests – details vary based on timeframe

• 1820 – 1891:  typically, only identify the "country of origin" (e.g., “Austria"), 
making them less useful for pinpointing a specific town or village.

• 1892 – 1905: forms were standardized and began to include the "last 
residence.“

• 1906: Manifests began including the exact place of birth (city and 
country).

• 1907: Records added the name and address of the nearest relative in the 
immigrant's home country, offering a direct link to their family and specific 
point of origin.



EMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION RECORDS

Václav Čadek – SS Silesia Hamburg 21 May 1882 to New York City 3 Jun 1882 
    BACA List: https://cgsi.org/passenger-ship-record/cadek-8 
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EMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION RECORDS

Naturalization – Elizabeth Vodicka 

• Declaration of Intent: 25 Nov 1935

• Born: 28 Oct 1859 in Cerny Kostelec

• Race: Bohemian

• Address: 3517 North 41st St, Omaha, Nebraska

• Occupation: None

• Married: widow of Frank Vodicka

• Lists 8 children’s names and birth dates

• Includes a photograph

     

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61205/images/007797042_00736?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=cbb7e82d768b260af4ea408eb0a8f161&usePUB=true&_phsrc=GLm16673&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22295


VITAL RECORDS - BIRTH

Cook County, IL - 1909

• Edwin Joseph Janicek

• Father: Vincent Janicek, 
born in Kojetin, Moravia

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N7DZ-WJ3?lang=en


VITAL RECORDS - MARRIAGE

St. John Nepomucene
Pilsen, Chicago, IL

• 8 Sep 1884
• Joseph Riha
• Nove Mesto, Bohemia
• Maria Novacek
• Dobrotice, Bohemia



VITAL RECORDS - DEATH

Texas - 1979

• Antonie Altman Cechan
• Prague, CZ  (not correct)



VITAL RECORDS - CENSUS

1930 – St. Paul, MN

Anna Broz
• 75 years old
• Tabor, Bohemia

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/78640435?tid=&pid=&queryId=f3e7ec68-d57b-451a-84e0-45fcdcdeef82&_phsrc=nXD17123&_phstart=successSource


CEMETERY / FUNERAL CARDS

1922 – Wilson, KS

Antonin Kepka
• 60 years old
• Buci, Bohemia
• https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/75373926/anton-j-kepka



CEMETERY / MARKERS

1900 – Omaha, NE

Marie Novak 
• roz. Lhotska
• 80 years old
• ve Klich u Melnika
• Roku 1819
• Zem. 1 Dubna 1900

• Obituary: Pokrok Zapadu



SOCIAL SECURITY

The application for the Social 
Security card may also contain 
a town of birth. These records 
are available for deceased 
individuals who died after 1935 
when Social Security began. 



MILITARY
Draft Cards from WWI & WWII

• contain the exact place of birth:

• town/village

• county/province

• state/nation



PASSPORT APPLICATION
• Charles Steiger
• Traveling: leaving on 22 Jul 1916 to 

Prague, Bystrice, Moravia and 
Domazlice

• Born: 28 Jun 1860 in Kmetnoves, 
Bohemia (Kmetiněves)

• Arrival: 20 Sep 1883 from Bremen

• Naturalized: 29 Sep 1896 in Omaha

• Purpose: Commercial Business – 
purchase and ship books and family 
matter

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_315-0247?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8e61b837a22aeff09f12fc8cdc92bfc5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=GLm16628&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=842884


   CGSI RESOURCES

Newspapers/Obituaries
• Denní Hlasatel
• Hospodář
• Sokol Americký
• ZCBJ - Bratrský věstník
• NDK - Krajan Newspapers  (Ep. 1) 
• Research Databases
• Member Surname List

Passenger Lists
• Baca – 10 volumes
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FAN & CLUSTER RESEARCH

• If the direct paper trail for your ancestor hits a brick wall at 
“Bohemia” or “Slovakia," or FAN club research (Friends, 
Associates, and Neighbors) is your best tool.

•  The core idea is that immigrants rarely traveled alone; they 
moved in "chains," settling near people from their home village.  

1. Identify the “FANs”
2. Follow the “Cluster”
3. Analyze Passengers above and below
4. Repeat: US Paper Trail - Mining for a Village



INTERPRETING 
YOUR RESULTS – 

GIVING YOUR 
VILLAGE A 
LOCATION

• Misspellings, shifting borders and 
other roadblocks

• Gazetteers – the Golden Key to 
unlocking the right location

• Family Search & Genealogy Slovakia

• GenTeam

• Obce ČR

• Identifying the Parish and 
corresponding Regional Archive

 



MISSPELLINGS & OTHER ROADBLOCKS

1. Language-based misspellings and phonetic variations

• Which language and spelling changes over time

• Transcription/translation/abbreviations

2. Shifting regions and jurisdictions

• One name – multiple locations: e.g. Lhota, Nová Ves

• Reorganization of administrative structure & boundary changes

3. Additional Research Roadblocks

• Inbound vs. Outbound records

• Missing or destroyed records

• “Name change” myth and Americanized spellings



GAZETTEERS – THE GOLDEN KEY

Using a Gazetteer is indispensable in genealogy, because place 
names and administrative boundaries have shifted significantly 
over centuries. 

There are several gazetteers available:

1. Family Search – Czechia and Genealogy Slovakia

2. GenTeam – free registration required

3. Obec ČR – more details in Blanka’s 2025 CGSI presentation

  All three connect the village to a Regional Archive!

https://cgsi.org/digital-library/czech-genealogy-beginners


GAZETTEERS – THE GOLDEN KEY

Family Search & Genealogy Slovakia 



GAZETTEERS – THE GOLDEN KEY
GenTeam – genteam.at

A free, collaborative European genealogical database and online gazetteer 
founded by Felix Gundacker.



GAZETTEERS – THE GOLDEN KEY
Obec ČR - obcecr.skytechx.eu

Developed by Pavel Mráz, an astronomer and programmer often associated with the 
Ondřejov Observatory.



MAPPING 
YOUR 

VILLAGE

• Mapy.com provides high-resolution 
historical layers and precise land data 
often unavailable on other global mapping 
platforms. 

• 19th-Century Historical Layer

• House and Plot Numbers

• Cadastral Register Integration

• Graveyard Mapping

 



Episode Two Links:
CGSI Research Discussion Group on May 2nd
•https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-czech-slovak-research-discussion-group-online-event-6 

Family Search – Czech Wiki: 
•https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Czechia_Finding_Town_of_Origin
•https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Czechia_Gazetteers

Family Search – Slovak Wiki: 
•https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Slovakia_Finding_Town_of_Origin
•https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Slovakia_Gazetteers

Gazetteer – Genealogy Slovakia:
•https://www.cisarik.com/0_all-villages-A.html

Gazetteer – GenTeam (free registration required): 
•https://www.genteam.at/

Gazetteer – Obce ČR: 
•https://obcecr.skytechx.eu
•Blanka's presentation (Obce ČR begins at 23:08) https://cgsi.org/digital-library/czech-genealogy-beginners

Antonie Altman Cechan Case Study:
•https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Czechia_Finding_Town_of_Origin#/media/File:Czech_example_2.png
•https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-10512-47177171/antonie-altmann-in-ellis-island-other-new-york-passenger-lists#fullscreen

•https://digi.soalitomerice.cz/digitalnibadatelna/permalink/09ddd7cea03b9b8d:30bdd2c7:1201ea2ef5b:-7cec/3507b2f40fc94a418e16638dd8b36545

 

If you have any follow-up questions, please reach out.  We'd love to help you continue your family history research and assist as best we can. 
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CZECH & SLOVAK ARCHIVES

Q & A



FUTURE 
EPISODES

3. Czech Military Archives – May 9th at 11 am CST

4. Slovak Archives and Using Family Search – May 30th 

5. Western Bohemia – Plzeň Archives

6. Southern Bohemia – Třebon Archives

7. Southern Moravia – Brno Archives

8. Eastern Bohemia - Hradec Králové (Zamrsk) Archives

9. Slovak State Archives – Nitra & Prešov 

10. Central Bohemia & Prague City Archives – Praha

11. Northern Bohemia  & Moravia - Litoměřice & Opava Archives

12. Jewish Archives
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