CGSI

EPISODE TWO: IDENTIFYING AND LOCATING YOUR VILLAGE

25 APRIL 2026



This episode is being and will be placed in
the CGSI Digital Library.

A will be emailed to all members containing
the key information.

Please use the for any questions.

This web series supplements
along with prior videos from our Digital
Library.

Future episodes will take you into the Archives to
further research the records and discover more about
your family’s history in the Czech Republic and
Slovakia.



Who is your Immigrant Ancestor - what do you know?

. — Mining for the Village
dentifyi NET[S
entityin
Y g * Various records can assist you in your search
and Locating e
_ * Supplementing with FAN or cluster research
Your Village

Interpreting your Results —

* Misspellings, Shifting Regions and other roadblocks
* Gazetteers —the Golden Key to unlocking the right location

* ldentifying the Parish and corresponding Regional Archive

CGSI '

Learn, Share, Connect



WHAT DOYOU KNOW?

Before you begin, it's best to document what you know (OR don’t know)
about your Immigrant Ancestor: - R

1. Name (original and native spellings)
Date and Place of Birth

s e —— e
urname: 2 (Unkno wn)
jven:

?
jgin:  Bohemjia (czE
0

2
3. Religion (if known) o
A

o

Date and location of Emigration
* Who if anyone, did they travel with?
5. Where did they settle or come to in America?

6. What/Who is the source of 1-5, how reliable is the information?



Oral Histories, Family Papers, Bibles
Emigration and Naturalization Records

* Passenger Lists, Declaration of Intent and Naturalization

Vital Records
* Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates

Census Records

Cemetery Records, Obituaries, Funeral
Cards

Social Security and Military Records

Passport Applications
FAN / Cluster Research
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* Passenger Manifests — details vary based on timeframe

: typically, only identify the “country of origin" (e.g., "Austria"),
making them less useful for pinpointing a specific town or village.

: forms were standardized and began to include the "last
residence."

: Manifests began including the exact place of birth (city and
country).

: Records added the name and address of the nearest relative in the
immigrant's home country, offering a direct link to their family and specific
point of origin.

LEYLAND LINE.

e ——— — &

LIVERPOOL & BOSTON.

.
:

5
=

la :
B =7

First Crass Passencer Lisr.

9.5, “IBohemian,”

SAMLNG FROM

LIVERFOOL.
SATURDAY, 6th AUGUST, 1904.




Vaclav Cadek - SS Silesia 21 May 1882 to 3Jun 1882
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https://cgsi.org/passenger-ship-record/cadek-8
https://cgsi.org/passenger-ship-record/cadek-8
https://cgsi.org/passenger-ship-record/cadek-8
https://cgsi.org/passenger-ship-record/cadek-8
https://cgsi.org/passenger-ship-record/cadek-8
https://cgsi.org/passenger-ship-record/cadek-8
https://cgsi.org/passenger-ship-record/cadek-8
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1068/images/K_1727_080486-0584?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=4d5297cf7aec2e722f140c922b5b7b39&usePUB=true&_phsrc=GLm16683&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4375295

Naturalization — Elizabeth Vodicka

* Declaration of Intent: 25 Nov 1935

* Race: Bohemian

* Address: 3517 North 41°t St, Omaha, Nebraska
* Occupation: None

* Married: widow of Frank Vodicka

* Lists 8 children’s names and birth dates

* Includes a photograph
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61205/images/007797042_00736?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=cbb7e82d768b260af4ea408eb0a8f161&usePUB=true&_phsrc=GLm16673&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22295

VITAL RECORDS - BIRTH

The physicisn or midwife (when in attendunce), or the pareut or householder should immediately send thiz certificate accurately filled out to the County Clerk of the County in
which the birth takes place. Penalty for not making report within 20 days, fine of $10 to $100. or imprisonment in Jail for 30 duys, or both.

Cook County, IL - 1909 STATE OF ILLINOE, }

Cook County.

REPORT OF BIRTH.

VIT. STATIS’;? DEPAR T—COUNTY, CLERK’S OFFICE.

 Edwin Joseph Janicek e il N cu - ftluirs JrolR L

Sex...... 1 A
Number of Child of this Mother gf
J

2
3
4% Date of this Birth oo o i iAo ..
5
6
7

e Father:Vincent Janicek,
born in Kojetin, Moravia

I e

Place of Birth, o2
Residence of Mother, No........ 2. ¥ 95.0.
Plac:

cof Bith , o 3
a, Father ... A / éy €A

Full Name of Mother

Maiden Name of Mothcr.,;.,."; L L. T2
Full Name of Father

REFER TQ BAC)

Occupation of Father-..............

Name and Address of Nurse or Attendant (if any) ...

* Btill-births should be reported on a separate blank form. ¢ Lo
| The baptismal or christian name of child should be certified. if possible, when thi¢ certificate i made, and ghould, in'my case, be reported to the County Clerk within a year.,
t In cuse of more than one child at a birth, a SEPARATE RETURN must be made for each, and the number of each, in order of birth, stated. -



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N7DZ-WJ3?lang=en

VITAL RECORDS - MARRIAGE

St. John Nepomucene
Pilsen, Chicago, IL

* 8Sep 1884

* Joseph Riha

* Nove Mesto, Bohemia
* Maria Novacek

* Dobrotice, Bohemia
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Texas - 1979

6, DATE OF BIRTH (MONTH, DAY AND YEAR)
7. AGE YEARS MONTHS

Aol 86

STATE OF ToxAy” | V 8. OCCUPATION OF DECEASED
PLACE OF DEATM™

i (o) Trade, profession, or M
__Dall_a particular kind of work.........coeeeeernenrren SR 2N

b SOV OR oW b : (b) General nature of Indasiry,
Dallas business, or establishment in
o 49000" od which employed (Or @mPIOFer)...... ... occeiie e eecescsscsssssresssssasnsasssinsrssssssnrres

Doctors Hospital (¢} Name of employer

E DA

o XX wer1] 9. BIRTHPLACE (CITY OR TOWN)...ccorimere e ee e anncosnensn e
NAME OF y o BCIEEE (STATE OR COUNTRY)

DECEASED . ,
' ol 10. NAME OF FATHER

| Female White -
—— =KX _| | 11. BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER (CITY OR TOWN).._.. &% .0 ......

ur ¥ rat rod

(‘T'lot”h 15;; (STATE OR COUNTRY)

} FATHES = »

12. MAIDEN NAME OF MOTHER
Joseph Altman

2 51 SORE 5711 -

.n(.) s § e & war or dater =4 1eevice 453-20-3

-

13. BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER (CITY OR TOWN) ......occonnurinncnimmssssnonmass
(STATE OR COUNTRY)




Form 15-6

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE—BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
1930 — St. Paul, MN FIFTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1930
y POPULATION SCHEDULE

Anna Broz P W £ TN I RILE, i 4%_ ..........

* 75Yyearsold Romage i Mok 7y R R

P Umn rponted e e e L e e
{ any unincorporated place having approximately 500 inbabitants or more. See Lostructions.)



https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/78640435?tid=&pid=&queryId=f3e7ec68-d57b-451a-84e0-45fcdcdeef82&_phsrc=nXD17123&_phstart=successSource

CEMETERY /| FUNERAL CARDS
1922 — Wilson, KS

Antonin Kepka

60 years old

Buci, Bohemia

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/75373926/anton-j-kepka

Vzpomente modlitbou upfimnou na

Antonina Repku

jenz se narodil v Bué&i v Cechich a
zemrel zaopatren svatostmi umi-
rajicich dne 10, pros., 1922 ve

Wilson, Kans., star 60 rok.

MODLITBA.

O¢istiz, prosime Pane, dusi slu-
Zebnika svého ANTONINA, aby po
skonéeni Zivota vezdejsiho nyni To-
bé Zil, a cozZ pro krehkost téla v
lidském obchovani provinil, raciz
skrz prominuti nejmilostivéjsi do-
broty své smazati pro Krista PA-
na nasSeho. Amen,

Otée nAS, Zdravas Maria,

e .

ettt s B e



1900 — Omaha, NE

Marie Novak

* roz. Lhotska
 8oyearsold

 Roku18ig
e Zem.1Dubna 1900

* Obituary: Pokrok Zapadu

Oznameni imrti a diktvzdani.

Niie podepsanf oznsmujeme nadim pfitelim a zndmfm, Ze nade
vrowené milovand matka, potaimo babiéka a prababidka

MARIE NOV AKX
dpe ). duwboa v Olivia, Minn., usnula na véky ve stdFf 80 rok(r a dne
8. dubna byla pohfbena v Omaze na NArodo! hibitov. Zesnuld, roze-
né& Marie Lhotskd r. 1820 ve Klich u MéMfka, provdala se za Josefa
Novika 3 Ledic v Cechéch;' ovdovéla roku 1838 a do Ameriky se pki-
stéhovala se sv§mi dBkami roku 1868. — Citime se povinni vzddsi diky
p V. L. Vodi¢kovi za Feé v domé smuotku a na bibitové. __ Déble fetd
Té. Jed. Sokol, jeZ rakev doprovédzela; loZi Jan Hus R. R. a rodiné p-

Zewdnka, jakof i ostatnfm ddredm véned a kvétin a potom viem tém,
kteff zdéastnénfim se pohibu drahé zesnulé, bol n4d zmirniti se snaili.

FRANT. NOVAK, MARIE NOVAK, Humboldt
JOSEP NOVAK, [ synové. MARIE NOVAK, Humboldt} sosehy.
ANTON NOVAK.) JOSEFA NONAK, Omaha

MARIE EOHN, decera. KAREL KO#N, Olivia, Mino., zet.
OMAHA, dne 3. dubna 1900.




The application for the Social
Security card may also contain
a town of birth. These records
are available for deceased
individuals who died after 1935
when Social Security began.

Josephine Neumann

U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index

Name:

Gender:
Race:

Birth Date:
Birth Place:
Death Date:
Father:
Mother:
S5MN:

MNotes:

Josephine Neumann
[Josephine Neuman]
[Josephine Anders]

Female

White

22 5ep 1901

Moravska Ost, Czechoslovakia
Apr 1978

Hugo Anders

Fanny Tomczyk

075222943

May 1944: Name listed as
JOSEPHINE NEUMANMN; 30 Dec

1987: Name listed as JOSEPHINE
MEUMAN

Maria Horny Gulyas

in the U.5., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007

Name:

Gender:
Race:

Birth Date:
Birth Place:
Death Date:
Father:
Mother:
SSN:

Motes:

Maria Horny Gulyas
[Maria Gulyas]
[Maria Horny Horny]

Female

White

30 Sep 1919

Bratislava, Czechoslovakia
Sep 1988

Ferdinand Horny

Maria Wittgruber
546804604

Oct 1965: Name listed as MARIA
HORNY GULYAS; 19 Oct 1988:
Name listed as MARIA GULYAS




Draft Cards from WWI & WWII
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Charles Steiger

Traveling: leaving on 22 Jul 1916 to
Prague, Bystrice, Moravia and
Domazlice

Arrival: 20 Sep 1883 from Bremen
Naturalized: 29 Sep 1896 in Omaha

Purpose: Commercial Business —
purchase and ship books and family
matter
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_315-0247?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8e61b837a22aeff09f12fc8cdc92bfc5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=GLm16628&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=842884



https://cgsi.org/resources/denni-hlasatel
https://cgsi.org/resources/denni-hlasatel
https://cgsi.org/resources/denni-hlasatel
https://cgsi.org/resources/hospodar
https://cgsi.org/resources/hospodar
https://cgsi.org/resources/Sokol-Americky
https://cgsi.org/resources/Sokol-Americky
https://cgsi.org/resources/Sokol-Americky
https://cgsi.org/digital-library/zcbj-fraternal-journal
https://cgsi.org/digital-library/zcbj-fraternal-journal
https://cgsi.org/digital-library/zcbj-fraternal-journal
https://cgsi.org/digital-library/zcbj-fraternal-journal
https://cgsi.org/digital-library/zcbj-fraternal-journal
https://ndk.cz/search?doctypes=periodical
https://ndk.cz/search?doctypes=periodical
https://ndk.cz/search?doctypes=periodical
https://ndk.cz/search?doctypes=periodical
https://cgsi.org/resources/research-databases
https://cgsi.org/resources/research-databases
https://cgsi.org/cgsi-member-surnames
https://cgsi.org/cgsi-member-surnames
https://cgsi.org/leo-bacas-czech-immigration-passenger-lists
https://cgsi.org/leo-bacas-czech-immigration-passenger-lists
https://cgsi.org/leo-bacas-czech-immigration-passenger-lists
https://cgsi.org/leo-bacas-czech-immigration-passenger-lists

* If the direct paper trail for your ancestor hits a brick wall at
“"Bohemia” or "Slovakia," or FAN club research (Friends,
Associates, and Neighbors) is your best tool.

* The coreideaisthat immigrants rarely traveled alone; they
moved in "chains," settling near people from their home village.




* Misspellings, shifting borders and
other roadblocks

* Gazetteers — the Golden Key to
unlocking the right location

* Identifying the Parish and
corresponding Regional Archive
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Which language and spelling changes over time
Transcription/translation/abbreviations

One name — multiple locations: e.g. Lhota, Nova Ves

Reorganization of administrative structure & boundary changes

o ---1_ g

P
X-

Inbound vs. Outbound records
Missing or destroyed records

3‘

TREASURE

"Name change” myth and Americanized spellings




Using a is indispensable in genealogy, because place
names and administrative boundaries have shifted significantly

over centuries.

There are several gazetteers available:
— Czechia and
— free registration required

— more details in

All three connect the village to a Regional Archive!


https://cgsi.org/digital-library/czech-genealogy-beginners
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Family Search & Genealogy Slovakia

Guided Research Gazetteer - Czechia cdit| cdit source |

Select the letter of the alphabet below that corresponds to the name of the ancestor's town.

. A «E = N
«B oF ‘) .0
o C G . K . P
o . H oL ()

« D * Ch * [V * R

List of Slovakia: | All villages | Current counties | Former counties | English - Oldslovanic Dictionary | more...

GE"EE'GQF KIA Villages in Slovakia: |[A|B|C|IDIE|FIGIHIIJIK|ILIMIN|IO|P|IR|SITIUIVIZ]|

5L Archi\r;—%féfft!ac:;f:r —| | Search | Sumames - Places - Search
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GenTeam — genteam.at

A free, collaborative European genealogical database and online gazetteer
founded by Felix Gundacker.

GenTeal’I‘l Die genealogische Datenbank

Start Contact Data Privacy & Terms of Use Collaboration Profile Echo Press Impressum

Databases Gazetteer of Austrian, Czech, Slovak and Slovenian Republic

W Filter Contains Kocelovice not available

werall Searc

{111 (i

0 Advanced Seanch

Detzils Place Name Former Place Name Place Name in German Place Name Hungarian

. Kocelovice Kincelowitz

Pape 1of 1

Info: "Judicial District” is only available for Crownlands Bohemiz, Morawia, South Tyrol, Hungary (today Slovakia) and Hungary ftoday Ukraine), "Place

Military
Mobility

=
=
=
=
B
=
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=
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=
=




Obec CR = obcecr.skytechx.eu

Developed by Pavel Mraz, an astronomer and programmer often associated with the
Ondrejov Observatory.

atin v Title...

® A firm start .
O Solid end 0 1 2
O Anywhere

o ; Exact match o E
O Firm boundaries Mark a match in the text

View record description

Ignore diacritics




provides high-resolution

historical layers and precise land data
often unavailable on other global mapping

platforms.

19th-Century Historical Layer

House ana
Cadastral

Plot Numbers

Register Integration

Graveyarc

Mapping



Episode Two Links:
CGSI Research Discussion Group on May 2nd
https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-czech-slovak-research-discussion-group-online-event-6

Family Search - Czech Wiki:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Czechia_Finding _Town_of_ Origin
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Czechia Gazetteers

Family Search - Slovak Wiki:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Slovakia_Finding Town_of_Origin
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Slovakia_Gazetteers

Gazetteer - Genealogy Slovakia:
https://www.cisarik.com/0_all-villages-A.html

Gazetteer - GenTeam (free registration required):
https://www.genteam.at/

Gazetteer- Obce CR:
https://obcecr.skytechx.eu
*Blanka's presentation (Obce CR begins at 23:08) https://cgsi.org/digital-library/czech-genealogy-beginners

Antonie Altman Cechan Case Study:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Czechia_Finding Town_of Origin#/media/File:Czech_example 2.png
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-10512-4717717 1/antonie-altmann-in-ellis-island-other-new-york-passenger-lists#fullscreen
https://digi.soalitomerice.cz/digitalnibadatelna/permalink/09ddd7cea03b9b8d:30bdd2c7:1201ea2ef5b:-7cec/3507b2f40fc94a418e16638dd8b36545

If you have any follow-up questions, please reach out. We'd love to help you continue your family history research and assist as best we can.


https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-czech-slovak-research-discussion-group-online-event-6
https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-czech-slovak-research-discussion-group-online-event-6
https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-czech-slovak-research-discussion-group-online-event-6
https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-czech-slovak-research-discussion-group-online-event-6
https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-czech-slovak-research-discussion-group-online-event-6
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Czech Military Archives — May g'" at 112 am CST
Slovak Archives and Using Family Search — May 30"

Western Bohemia —

3

A

5

6. Southern Bohemia-—
7. Southern Moravia -

8. Eastern Bohemia -

9. Slovak State Archives —

10. Central Bohemia & Prague City Archives —
11. Northern Bohemia & Moravia -

12. Jewish Archives
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